Abstract The rich and interconnected universe of Ś ā kya Mchog Ldan's views, including those on the buddha-essence, cannot be limited to or summarized in a few neat categories. Nevertheless, the following two interrelated ideas are crucial for understanding Ś ā kya Mchog Ldan's interpretation of the buddha-essence: 1) only Mahāyāna ā ryas ('phags pa) have the buddha-essence characterized by the purity from adventitious stains (glo bur rnam dag); 2) the buddha-essence is inseparable from the positive qualities (yon tan, gun : a) of a buddha;
Introduction
In this paper, I am introducing the views of the fifteenth century Tibetan Buddhist thinker Ś ā kya Mchog Ldan (1428-1507) on the buddha-essence (sangs rgyas kyi snying po, buddhagarbha), which he also interchangeably calls 'sugata-essence' (bde gshegs snying po, sugatagarbha), and 'tathā gataessence' (de bshin gshegs pa'i snying po, tathāgatagarbha).
My objective is to show how Ś ā kya Mchog Ldan retained distinguishing elements of his view of the non-tantric version of the buddha-essence 1 in two otherwise quite different texts and contexts, around the period when his own
